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...BECAME 
MORE AND 
MORE 
VICIOUS. 


AFTER 
1003 A.D., 
THE INVASION 
OF ENGLAND 
BY DANISH 
VIKINGS... 
































































NOW, THE 
OLD KINO, 
EDGAR, 
HZ WAS 
A REAL 
RING. 


HE EVEN 
KEPT PEACE 
WITH THE 
VIKINGS, AND 
EVERyONE 
RESPECTED 
HIM. 


A GOOD 
CHRISTIAN 
MAN, HE 
WAS. 


EAST ANGLIA. 
EASTERN ENGLAND 
1008 A.D. 





















KILLING ALL 
THE DANISH 
SETTLERS 
WITHOUT 
WARNING? 
WELL, IT'S 
NO WONPER 
THEVRE 
FURIOUS. 
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COM E, 
SIT 

POWN. 


AREN’T 
you FAM- 
ISHEP? 
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OH, DEAR. 

WE'LL 
NEED TO 
RUN THE 
COMB 
THROUGH 
HIM. 


COME ON, 
THEN/ WE 
WONT STEAL 
yOUR FOOD. 


DON'T 
SCRATCH, 
THE/RE 
JUMPING 
INTO THE 
FOOP// 
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A VIKING 
spy HAS 
INFILTRATED 
THIS AREA. 


have you 

SEEN AN 
UNFAMILIAR 
Boy 

AROUND? 
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THERE! 

THAT’S 

IT! 






















































































































































































HEy, 

WHAT'S 

THAT?/ 















IT 

CAN'T 

BE... 


WWSS^iW 


FORGET 
THE FIRE/ 
JUST GET 
AWAy FROM 
HERE// 
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YOU 
DID IT, 
THORF1NN! 














































































CHAPTER 18: ENGLAND. 1013 A.D. 
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THORKELL 
THE TALL. 


HOW 

COULD THAT 
TRAITOR 
SELL US OUT 
FOR GOLD? 


































THEN 

AGAIN.. 


' ...I CAN SEE 
WHY THE 
MUCKETY- 
MUCKS WANT 
TO GET THEIR 
HANDS ON 
LONDON. 


THE CITY’S 
LADEN WITH 
RICHES, AND 
CONTROLLING 
THE THAMES 
GIVES US A 
SUPPLY LINE 
RIGHT INTO 
WESSEX. 
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THAT'S 


THE LIFE 


OF A 


WARRIOR. 


DO THEIR 
JOBS ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD 
GET THE 
REWARDS 
THEY 
DESIRE. 
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RESUME 

THE 

SIEGE. 
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WHAT’S 
WRONG, 
SWEYNS- 
MEN?! 
CAN’T YOU 
USB YOUR 
HEADS A 
LITTLE?! 


I KNOW 
YOU CAN 
DO BETTER 
THAN THIS!! 
I'M VERY 
DISAP¬ 
POINTED!! 
























































































































IF HE'S 
FOOLISH 
ENOUGH 
TO 

CHARGE 

ME... 
































































































BAD, 

YOUNG 

ONB. 























































Ill 

! f!' 


iv 

j||{ 


§ 


i ^ 


I 

l : 

:!;[II 

mm 

jlj 

11.1 

| 






































































































































































































































\^v 

















































































HUP / 


















































































































i LJ1 





















































































































110 


* iw! 
























Ill 

























































































n 4 
































































117 
























WE’LL 
FINISH 
IT FOR 
GOOD 
NEXT 
TIME! 


THAT’S 


PROMISE, 

YOU 

HEAR?! 





































































IT IS ALREADY 
AUTUMN. 
WE CANNOT 
DEDICATE SO 
MUCH TIME 
TO A SINGLE 
TOWN. 


SEND THE 
MAIN FORCE 
WEST, AND 
LEAVE FOUR 
THOUSAND 
MEN TO 
CONTINUE 
THE SIEGE. 


THE WAR IS 
OUR ULTIMATE 
CONCERN. 
WE MUST 
PRIORITIZE 
CONTROL OF 
THE ENTIRETY 
OF ENGLAND. 
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OH? 
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CHAPTER 19 - END 


















































CHAPTER 20: RAGNAROK 
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...AS ...FULL OF IT WAS 

FAR AS RIPPLING WARM... 

THE EYE PLAINS... 

COULD 

SEE... 







AHH, 

WHY ARE SHUT 

ENGLISH |T. 

WOMEN 
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WE'LL 

ROUND OUT 
THE SEASON 
WITH TWO 
OR THREE 
MORE 
VILLAGES 
AND CALL IT 
QUITS. 


FOOL? 
DID I 

HEAR YOU 
CALL ME 
A FOOL 
JUST 
NOW? 


THERE’S 

ALWAYS 

NEXT 

YEAR. 


OH, DID 
YOU 
HEAR 
THAT? 


CtfON! 


AT 

LEAST 

YOUR 

EARS 

WORK. 


THINK 

THERE’LL 
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TOO 
NOISY 
DOWN 
THERE TO 
SLEEP? 


FORGIVE 

THEM, 

BCY. 



DON'T 
TALK 
TO ME 
LIKE 
THAT. 
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YOU THINK 
YOU’RE THE 
CLEVER 
MANIPULATOR, 
TRICKING ME 
INTO DOING 
YOUR WORK. 


KEEP 

THINKING 

THAT. 


THE DAY 
IS COMING 
WHEN I 
SLIT YOUR 
THROAT. 



THE LITTLE 
DUMP¬ 
LING’S OLD 
ENOUGH 
TO GIVE ME 
THE STINK 
EYE. 
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IT'S ONLY 
NATURAL. 
SVEN THE 
STRONG¬ 
EST MAN 
MUST DIE. 


LOOK 

AROUND 

YOU, 

THORFINN. 


























THEY 
WERE THE 
ROMANS. 
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THE 
WORLD 
OF MAN IS 
SLOWLY... 


.GROWING 

OLD. 































THE FINAL 
BATTLE... 
RAGNAROK. 


LOOK, 

THOR- 

FINN. 


THE 

SUN RISES 
ON THE 
TWILIGHT 
OF MAN. 
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HAH! WE 


MET A 


CRUEL 


FATE. 


THE SIEGE 
IS LONG 
SHAT¬ 
TERED. 




















































DON’T 

YOU 

HEAR 

IT, 

BJORN? 


THE 

SOUND OF 
RFGNAROK’S 
FOOTSTEPS 
DRAWING 
NEAR. 


















































we race 

THORKSLL 
AND HIS Five 
HUNDRSD, 
BUT we WILL 
see* THe 
HeLP OF 
NO OTHeR 
, roeNi! 


AS OF THIS 
MOMSNT, 
we’Re 
HeADING 

to Rescue 
HIS 

HIGHNSSS, 

PRINCe 

CANUTei! 






















CAN YOU 
IMAGINE 
WHAT WE 
COULD 
GET? 


THE 

CONQUEROR 
OF BOTH 
DENMARK 
AND 

ENGLAND 
WILL PAY A 
DEAR PRICE 
FOR THE 
BOY. 


AND NO 
OTHER 
SON OF 
A BITCH 
WILL BEAT 
US TO 
HIM! 




























CHAPTER 20 - END 





































































































































































TOO 
SHY TO 
SPEAK IN 
FRONT 
OF THE 
GROUP? 


HOLD YOUR 
DISLOYAL 
TONGUE, 
THORKELL! 
YOU 
WICKED 
DOG!! 


AWW, 

WHAT'S 

THIS? 

SOME¬ 

THING 

WRONG, 

BUDDY? 


HOW 

DARE YOU 
SUBJECT 
HIS 

HIGHNESS 
TO SUCH 
INDIGNITY 
n 


DO YOU 
HAVE 
ANY 
IDEA 
WHAT 
YOU’RE 
DOING?! 
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KggjgggjM 

pTi BSiEliN 


...AND DIE 
TRUE IN 
BATTLE... 


H|.WILL BE 

■Allowed 
Kuo cross 

■BlfjR OST AND 
[l&ELL WITHIN 
KaChalla IN 
■Regard. 
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NOR HIS 
HIGH¬ 
NESS... 
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BONUS STORY: YL.VA AT WORK 















I NEVER 
SAW HIM 
LIVING TO 
OLD AGE. 


FATHER 

WAS 

MUCH TOO 
TRUSTING 
FOR THAT. 


--N 




ICELAND. 

- . .. , \ 


1003 A.D. 

_ 




I MEAN, 
OUST BEFORE 
HE LEFT, HE 
SOLD EIGHT 
SHEEP FOR A 
SLAVE WHO 
DIED THAT 
VERY NIGHT. 
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BONUS STORY - END 



















I*+T 111 III fKI>Wir+ ^WltRTtik+T III f KPHtr+^ltWH^+T III rKI»Mtr* AM-MWhk+T III PKMr*. 



ICELAND 

Where Thorfinn was boro anil 
raised. His little village was 
peaceful and quiet, far from 
the fires of war. 


RIVER HUMBER 

The place where King 
Swegn of Denmark 
invaded England, using 
Gainsborough as his 


Sweyn's Landing in 1013 


f ^Nottingham 

, I oipacton^ 


Bristol Channel ^Bristol Oath " 

rlifiais 


LONDON ;.'i 

A trading town 
protected hg the 
Danish traitor 
Thorketl. Floki, 

Askeladd and the y* 

other lanes attacked, r .^ ^ 
hut failed to bring 
it down. n 1 '^' 


MARLBOROUGH 
NEAR BATH 

Ihorkell chases the Danish 
Armg with Prince Canute 
held hostage. Askeladd plots 
to strike Ihorkell and take 
Canute from him. 

















































WE MAPE THIS. 






I MAKE POJINSHI SOMETIMES. 
My CIRCLE'S NAME IS "GENKAI 
TSUSHINSHA." IF you SEE ONE 
ANYWHERE, PICK IT UP. 




I HAVE A ONE-SHOT MANGA IN "TALES 
OF WARLORPS," OCTOBER 7006 . I'VE 
USEP ALL THE TRICKS YUKIMURA-SENSEI 
TAUGHT ME, SO CHECK IT OUT. 


HE'S GREAT AT MARIO 
KART ANP KARAOKE. 

I'LL BEAT HIM SOMEPAy, 
THOUGH. J 









































rAFJERWORP; 


The more I draw lings, the more questions I have. What did they 
use to cut their toenails? Scissors? Did they get cavities without 
toothbrushes? lid they clean their ears out? What did they use? Ifiey 
sound lilce silly, pointless questions, but if one is to depict the lings' 
daily lives in art, that mates them very important, in my opinionj After 
all, they didh^pend every waking moment at war. I guess I find these 
topics much more interesting than stuffy chronologies and historical 
accounts. By the way, I have yet tu find any reference to the lings' 
post-toilet wiping-habits in myteference, materials. I mean, not that I'm 











































HNNKj!? 


YEOwlj 


ara.li; 


CAN’T 
SEE A 
BLOODY 
THING! , 


CAPTAIN!! 

WHERE 

ARE 

VOU?! 


THIS IS 
BAD. 


RIGHT 

OVER 

HERE. 
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WE DON'T 
NEED TO 
KILL THOR- 
KELL, JUST 
GET THE 
PRINCE. 


THE ONLY 
GOAL OF 
THIS RUSE 
WAS TO 
CONFUSE 
THEM IN THE 
FLAMES AND 
SMOKE. 
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WHAT IF 
THORFINN 
SHOULDN'T CANT PULL 

WE HAVE THE PRINCE 

JUST OUT OF THE 

JOINED SMOKE AND 



RAGNAR'S 
IS A ROYAL 
BATTALION. 
THEY'LL 
HAVE 
OFFICERS 
OF A HIGHER 
STATION 
THAN 
OURS IN 
CONTROL... 


...AND FOUR 
OF THEM FOR 
EVERY ONE OF 
US. THEY’LL 
MAINTAIN 
COMMAND 
AND TAKE ALL 
THE GLORY. 
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EITHER 
WAY, 
IT’S A 
GAMBLE 
ON OUR 
PART. 


IF OUR 
PLAN 
ENDS UP 
BURNING 
PRINCE 
CANUTE 
ALIVE... 


...WE CAN 
PLAV DUMB. 
WHO COULD 
PROVE WE 
HAD A HAND 
IN ANY OF 
THIS? 
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THAT'S 

SETTLED 

n 
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WE'RE 
BOTH 
HEADING 
FOR THE 
SAME 
PLACE, 
ANY WAV! 


SWEYN’S 

MAIN 

FORCE, 

RIGHT? 


IF YOU LOT 
CAN AVOID 
MY ATTACKS 
AND ESCAPE 
TO THE 
SAFETY OF 
THE MAIN 
FORCE, YOU 
WIN! 
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THEY 

DON'T 

MEAN 


















































CHAPTER 23: REINFORCEMENTS 
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ARE 

TriEy 

BITING, 























LL Ji 





































































TO ANYONE 
WITH 

AUTHORITY. 


TELL THEM IT 
IS A MESSAGE 
FROM ASI^ELAPP, 
SON OF LyPIA. 
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PREPARE 

TO 

MARCH 


OR DO 
YOU WANT 
THORKELL 
TO CATCH 
US IN OUR 
SLEEP?! 




IT’S 

STILL 

PITCH- 

BLACK 

OUT... 
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CHAPTER 23 - END 

































CHAPTER 24: THE LANP ON THE FAR BANK 
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THEY 
EMERGED 
FROM THE 
MIST SILENT 
AS MICE, AND 
DISAPPEARED 
BACK INTO 
IT JUST AS 
QUIETLY, a 


IT WAS 
RIGHT 
CREEPY 


THEY 
ALWAYS 
SAID 
WICKED 
SPIRITS 
DWELL IN 
THE MIST. 
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DOES THAT 
MEAN THE 
PEOPLE 
ACROSS 
THE WATER 
HAVE TURNED 
AGAINST 
ENGLAND TO 
SIDE WITH THE 
DANES? j 


HMMMM 


MM? 



































THE ROCKY 
MOUNTAINS 
HAVE FEW 
RESOURCES. 
AND 
ARABLE 
LAND IS 
SCARCE. 



BECAUSE 
OF THIS. 

WALES HAD 
NOT BEEN 
UNIFIED 
SINCE THE 
END OF 
ROMAN 
RULE. 

37 5 v _ 
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...THAT 

RESPONDED 

TO 

ASKE- 

LADD'S 

REQUEST. 


IT WAS 
ONE OF 
THESE 
PRINCI¬ 
PALITIES.. 
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YOU CAN’T 
SIMPLY MARCH 
UP AND ASK 
FOR SHIPS 
DURING A 
TIME FRAUGHT 
WITH WAR 
AND DANGER. 
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SURELY YOU 
MUST BE 
AWARE HOW 
LONG WE’VE 
PILLAGED 
THEIR 

COASTS AND 
VILLAGES' 
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CHAPTER 24 - ENP 






















CHAPTER 25: BLUFF 
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BUT IF 
THEY WANTED 
TO KILL US, 
THEY'D HAVE 
HIT SOMEONE 
WITH THAT 
FIRST WAVE 
OF ARROWS. 






































































THIS 

IS JUST AN 
ACT. THEY'RE 
TESTING 
US, TRYING 
TO SEE IF 
WE CAN BE 
INTIMIDATED. 
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THE ROYAL 
FAMILY IS 
A TREACH¬ 
EROUS 
NEST OF 
VIPERS'! 


DO YOU HAVE 
ANY IDEA 
HOW HARD 
IT WAS FOR 
A SICKLY BOY 
TO SURVIVE 
IN THEIR 
MIDST?! 



THE ONLY 
REASON 
HE IS STILL 
ALIVE 
TODAY... 


...IS BECAUSE 
HE LEARNED 
TO STIFLE 
HIS BREATH 
AND HIS 
THOUGHTS 
TO ESCAPE 
NOTICE! 
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IT SEEMS 
yDU HAVE 
MANy TASKS 
AHEAP... 


FIRST, 

THE BIRP MUST 
FLY ON HIS OWN 
WINGS... 
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WHAT CAN 
BEyCHEINIOG 
EXPECT TO SEE 
IN RETURN FOR 
THIS TIMELY 
ASSISTANCE? 


THE 

EXCHANGE 
NEEDS TO 
HAPPEN 
ON EQUAL 
FOOTING. 


WE CAN'T 

HAVE OUR PEOPLE 
THINKING OUR 
KING IS AFRAID OF 
A MERE HUNDRED 
DANESMEN. 
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I'M NOT FOOLISH 
ENOUGH TO THINK 
THAT OUR HUMBLE 
COUNTRy COULP 
ANGEE THE KING OF 
DENMARK ANP SUEVIVE. 



343 








































































345 


































































































346 











Saxon Terntopuufith centurufl 









































































































BUT THAT'S 
JUST IT, SIR 
ASSEE. 























AT THIS RATE, I'LL BE A 
PRINCIPAL FIGURE WITHIN 
THE FACTION OF PRINCE 
CANUTE, THE SECONP 
PRINCE IN LINE FOR THE 
THRONE OF DENMARK. 


I COULD BE 
A FLAGBEARER IN THE 
CAUSE AGAINST THE 
REACTIONARy ELDER 
PRINCE WHEN THE MATTER 
OF SUCCESSION IS 
RAISED. 



te&s 


IF WE CAN PLOP 
THAT SICKLy 
PRINCES SOFT 
ARSE ON THE 
THRONE... 


...I COULD BE IN A 
POSITION IMPORTANT 
ENOUGH TO DICTATE 
THE DIRECTION OF 
DENMARKS POLITICS. 
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CAN you l 
CERTAIN THA' 
BLOOP OF AR1 
WILL ALWAYS 
SWAY OVER ) 
DANISH HAI 






356 









































35 & 























THAT WAY, 
THE WELSH 
MAINTAIN 
THEIR 

HONOR, AND 
WE AVOID A 
POINTLESS 
FIGHT. 


OUR 

WEAPONS 
WILL BE 
RETURNED 
WHEN 
WE’RE 
“EXILED" 
OVER 
THE FAR 
BORDER. 
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CHAPTER 26 - ENP 
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HMM... 




I DON'T 
DOUBT 
THAT YOU 
BROTHERS 
COULD 
HARDLY LIVE 
WITHOUT 
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IN THE 
END, 
WE DID 
HIM 
IN... 


■ 'nnjj/fffh 


...BUT THE 
STRANGEST 
THING WAS 
THAT WHEN WE 
TALLIED THE 
DAMAGE, HE’D 
KILLED NONE 
OF US. BROKEN 
BONES WERE 
THE WORST 
OF IT. 
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LOOK 
POWN 
UPON US 
ON THE 
EARTH. 


YOU SIT 
ON 
YOUR 
THRONE 
IN 

HEAVEN 




















































THERE'S 
NO USE 
COMPLAINING 
TO ME 
ABOUT THE 
WEATHER, 
LORD 

v RAGNAR. A 


EARLDOM OF 
MERCIA, 

CENTRAL ENGLAND 
DECEMBER 1013 




















THAT IS 
NOT MY 
ISSUE 
WITH 
VOU. 


[Gainsborough [Danish 
Pr Army Command] 


I'M SAYING 
THAT YOUR 
LUCK HAS 
FINALLY 
FORSAKEN 
YOU, 

ASKELADD. 


went location! 


THE HEAVY 
SNOWS 
ONLY HIT US 
WHEN YOU 
PANICKED AT 
THE ONSET 
AND ALTERED 
OUR COURSE. 
















































we can 

BARELY 
PUSH 
OUR WAY 
THROUGH 
THE 

MIDDLE OF 
ENGLAND. 


AND YOUR 
MEN ARE 
RATTLED, 
TO SAY 
THE 
LEAST. 



DO YOU 
SEE ANY 
OF THEM 
FAILING TO 
ACT ON MY 
ORDERS? 
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...we CAN'T 
SPEND 
THE NIGHT 
IN THE 
ELEMENTS. 
WE NEED 
WALLS AND 
A ROOF. 


IF WE’RE GOING 
TO TURN 
BACK AND DIG 
THROUGH THIS 
SNOW, WE'LL 
HAVE TO LEAVE 
THE VALUABLES 
WE’VE 
PLUNDERED 
BEHIND, AND 
THE MEN WON'T 
STAND FOR 
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WHAT 
HAS 
YOU SO 
UNSETTLED? 


RAIDING 

AND 

PILLAGING. 


...IS THE 
TIMB- 
HONORED 
TRADITION 
OF THE 
NORDIC 
PEOPLE. 
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' / WOULD 
/ you EATHEE 
V US ALL BE 
I TOGETHEE IN 
V DAMNATION? 



WHAT IF THE 
FAMILY GOT 
SPLIT BETWEEN 
THE TWO? OOH, 
I COULDN'T 
k STAND THAT. 
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I PUT 
IT ON 
AGAIN... 


IOW MUCH 
WOULP 
mis PING 
COST...? 


I PAIP FOE 
NOW, WOULP 
PP FORGIVE 
AE FOE MV 
SIN? 
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WHAT 
THE HELL- 
DOES HE 
THINK 
HE'S 
DOING? 


HAS HE 
TRULY 
GONE 
MAD THIS 
TIME? 
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CHAPTER 28 - END 


My HEART IS 
RACING... 

















VILLAGE IN MERCIA 

Askeladd raids this village to 
use as a hideout until the spring 
after a sudden blizzard halts 
the march. 


KINGDOM OF 
BRYCHEINIOG 

One of the ting kingdoms 
in the mountains of Wales. 
Askeladd's forces are held 
"captive" through their 
territorg and then "exiled" 
on the other side. 


MARLBOROUGH 
NEAR BATH 

Thorkell chases the Danish Armg 
with Prince Canute held captive. 
Askeladd plots to strike Thorkell 

and take _ 

Canute It/Mlff fife 
from him. Cj 


KINGDOM OF 
MORGANNWG 

Askeladd's forces cross the river 
into this Welsh kingdom to escape 
Ihorkell's pursuit. ^ \ \ 


























































































i. The labor itself was barb, but raising 

\ . . \. . ! 


AFTERWORD 


My first'Son was boro io! 
our child is even harder for my wife. Breastfeeding him, changing his 
diapers, switching him to solid foods, fating him on waits, comforting 
him in the middle of the night... All lings started as babies, of 


course>and the same painstaking care must have been taken to raise 
them into adults. And yet, once they were adults! they rushed to their 
deaths, tilling others and causinpisery. I bet those Hiking mothers 
were so'exasperated. But even knowing what would 1 'eventually happen, 
they still raised their sons. Mothers are so great. Men ape so/stupid. 














Translation Notes 



page 22 


An Anglo-Saxon militia system in which civilians were called to defend their region 
for short periods. It was largely developed and practiced as a means of defense 
against Viking raids. Service was seen as a duty and obligation, with men reporting 
to fortresses called burhs. By the end of the 11th century, the fyrd system had 
largely been replaced by standing armies of lifetime soldiers and knights employed 
by lords and kings. 



Thegn, page 27 


HE'S 

ALEEAPy 
KILLEP 
TWO OF HIS 
MAJESTY'S 
THEONS. 


A personal servant of a lord or king, in this case referring to official soldiers as 
opposed to militia men. The definition varied depending on the time and place; for 
example, the Scottish thanes as seen in Shakespeare’s Macbeth were royal officials 
much like counts. 










Burh , page 56 

A military fort utilized by the Anglo-Saxons to defend against invasion. When a 
fyrd was called, men reported to the burhs, some of which were built around for¬ 
mer Roman setdements. The larger burhs grew into their own towns, forming the 
basis for the English word “borough.” 


Yule , page 134 



IT’S STILL 
SO WARM, 
I HAD 
FORGOT¬ 
TEN. 


AHH, IT’S 
NEARLY 
YULE, IS 
IT? 


A Northern European pagan celebration based around the winter solstice. With the 
spread of Christianity among Germanic peoples, the traditional Yule holiday was 
adapted into Christmas, and several remnants of Yule (such as the Yule log) still 
exist today within the Christmas setting. 


Ragnarok, page 158 



The “final battle” in Norse mythology, in which most of the gods will perish and 
humanity will be wiped out. 















Einherjar, page 181 



The worthy warriors who have been summoned to Valhalla by the valkyries after 
their mortal deaths. The einherjar feast in the great hall day after day, preparing for 
the coming of Ragnarok. 


Bifrost, page 181 

The rainbow bridge that connects Midgard (the mortal realm) with Asgard, home 
of the gods. 


LegatUS, page 283 
The title of a Roman army general, often 
styled “legate” in English. As the Romans had 
abandoned Britain (and Wales) by the early 400s, 
the trappings of Roman culture displayed in the story 
are merely remnants of the past and not indicative of 
direct Roman involvement. 

Cordoba, page 305 
The Caliphate of Cordoba was a kingdom extending over most of the Iberian 
Peninsula and parts of North Africa between 929 and 1031 A.D. As perhaps the 
height of Moorish power in Spain, Cordoba was at one point the most advanced 
and enlightened city in Europe before the Muslims were steadily driven south back 
into Morocco by the Christians by the end of the 15 th century. 



Gwenhwyfar, page 352 

The queen of King Arthur, typically styled “Guinevere” in English. Gwenhwyfar 
is the Welsh form of the name. The name means “the White Enchantress” or “the 
White Fairy.” 


I HAVE HEARD IT 
SAID THAT SHE 
WAS SO BEAUTIFUL, 
MANY LIKENED HER 
TO GWENHWyFAR 
REBOEN. 
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For Our Farewell Is Near Part 2 
By Makoto Yukimura 


Introduction 

At the end of the Edo Period, the arrival of the “black ships” from 
abroad spelled the end of 260 years of isolation enforced by the shogunate. 
In response to the shogunate’s desire to open the country’s borders, 
disgruntled regional forces loyal to the emperor, such as the Choshu 
Domain, planned a rebellion. The imperial loyalists massed in Kyoto, 
where the emperor lived, growing increasingly bold until the city became, 
in effect, a lawless area. In an effort to restore order, the shogunate 
recruited ronin (masterless samurai) in Edo (Tokyo) and sent them to 
Kyoto. 

Among these men were Kondo Isami and Okita Soji, students at 
the Shieikan dojo in Tama. Upon reaching Kyoto, they formed the 
“Shinsengumi” under the orders of the daimyo of Aizu Domain, who had 
been charged with keeping the peace in the city. But, unable to reverse 
the tide of history, the shogunate lost power, and the Shinsengumi were 
defeated at the Battle of Toba-Fushimi. In 1868, Kondo and Okita had 
fled to Edo. Okita’s body was already wracked with tuberculosis at this 
time. 

To read the first part of For Our Farewell Is Near, pick up a copy of 
Vinland Saga, Book One. 
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CHIVALRY 
PROTECT¬ 
ING OUR 
BORDERS.., 


WHAT 
DOES IT 
MATTER? 


AS 

LONG 

AS 

yOU'RE 

ALIVE... 
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